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Gerarp, B. N. I.

The - folowing vocabulary was found amongst some old
papers in the Society’s records, and it was deemed an act of
justice to the memory of its highly talented and industrious

author to publish it, as well as one of public and scientific

atility.

For the ethnographical importance of the study of these
various dialects, or languages, is now so well appreciated, and
the materials collected are turned to so good an account, that
it becomes a prominent duty to allow no collection of this kind,
whether well or ill executed, to remain buried; and for us
especially so, where it may relate to that highly curious subject
of research, the aboriginal languages of the various parts of
India, and their relations to the great parent stocks, towards
which the patient labours of men like the Tlamented W. Hum-
boldt,® are gradually tracing them. We quote with satisfaction
in this department of Oriental research to the labours of Lieut.
Leach, in the Pooshtoo Language; Lieut. Tickell on the Hos;
Mr. Edgeworth on the Cashmiri; Dr. Campbell on the Moos-
mi and Limboos, and on the  Mechi dialects; and to this
on the Kemaaon languages, all of which have enriched our
Journal within the last three years, and to the many which are
preserved in its earlier volumes. We have now in hand in

* We refer here particularly to his splendid and laborious work ¢ Ueber
die Kawi Sprache auf der Insel Java.”
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addition to these, a brief vocabulary of the Goand language,
from the MSS. of the late Dr. Voysey, and we trust that
the friends of science, and we will add, of humanity, (for the
knowledge of the language of the savage or the half-civilised
man is the first step to the humanizing influences of civili-
sation,) will not fail to remember that even a few hours spent in
noting down, from time to time, words of any dialect of any
tribe, may throw an invaluable light on this complex but cu-
rious problem, and perhaps furnish one day to the political
agent, the military officer, the traveller, the trader, and the
pﬁilanthropist, the most effective means of forwarding, each
in their sphere, the power, the knowledge, the wealth, or the

moral influence of our noble father-land.
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